STRUCTURES OF COMPARISON

Study these structures of comparison:

· There is AS MUCH water AS we thought - uncountable
There are AS MANY people AS we thought. - countable
· It is SO IMPORTANT  that + SENTENCE
It is SUCH AN IMPORTANT issue THAT.... + SENTENCE
· TOO MUCH money /TOO MANY products. 
· This box is THE SAME size AS that one.

This box is TWICE (two times)
                    HALF AS large AS the other box.
This box is DOUBLE the size of that one

· Technology is becoming MORE AND MORE sophisticated.
Prices are getting HIGHER and HIGHER
· MOST METALS are good conductors.

· MOST OF THE ENERGY used today comes from fossil fuels.
· Most of us/them
· The most WIDELY/COMMONLY/OFTEN/FREQUENTLY USED metals are steel and copper.

· THE GREATER the amount of carbon added, THE LESS SOFT the steel becomes (cuanto mayor/menor… mayor/menor).

· THE GREATER the amount of carbon added, THE HARDER the steel
THE FORMER… THE LATTER
We are going to speak about Al. and Fe. The former is a light metal, the latter is heavy.
· This car is QUICKER. This car runs MORE QUICKLY
                         FASTER-                          FASTER
EXPRESSING COMPARISON AND CONTRAST

When COMPARING:

We compare X with/to Y

X, in comparison with/to Y, has the following advantages 


as regards (size)


with regard to (size)


as far as (size) is concerned


with respect to (size)


regarding (size)

SIMILARITIES


as........as X


identical TO X

· A is 
similar TO X
in (that)


the same AS X


like X

· A resembles X

· A, like X, is a (gas)

· A and X have their elasticity in common
Likely, likewise, 
Similarly (to), in the same way (as)

Al. is ductile and malleable; in the same way, Cu. has the same properties

                                             similarly,
                                             likely,
                                             likewise,

In the same way as Al., Cu. is a ductile and malleable metal
Similarly to 
Like Al, Cu is a ductile and malleable metal 
DIFFERENCES

· COMPARATIVES (later)
· A differs FROM X in (that)
· A is different FROM X in (that)

· The differences between A and X are...



differentiate

· We can 
distinguish
between A and X


make a distinction

tell the difference
· A can be distinguished from X by....(its shape)



unlike X,

· A,
as distinct FROM X,


in contrast TO X,


as opposed TO X,

· ON the one hand...............,ON the other (hand).......

but/ although=though (also at the end) / (Al)though I don’t like fish, I try to have it at least once…
                                                           I try to have fish at least once a week, (al)though I don’t like it


                                           I try to have fish at least once a week; I don’t like it, though

· whereas (no time) / while     mientras que
Iron is a pure metal whereas/while steel is an alloy

These people are using their phones while/whereas I’m speaking

· in spite of /Despite
+NOUN/ -ING  = a pesar de
In spite of/Despite its lightness, Al. is a strong metal

In spite of/Despite being light, Al. is a strong metal

· Despite the fact that/ in spite of the fact that
+SENTENCE a pesar de que
In spite of the fact that it is light, Al. is a strong metal

Despite the fact that it is light, Al. is a strong metal
· Instead (of)/
en lugar de/ en vez de
Architects use aluminium instead of steel for window structures…

Steel is too heavy for window structures, so Aluminium is used instead
Steel would be too heavy; instead, Aluminium has the right density for this application
rather (than)
Aluminium is used rather than steel in window structures because it is lighter
Let’s go to a party… no, I’d rather go to the cinema
· However/ /nevertheless
Yet = aun así (NOT yet – aún no/todavía no)

I haven’t studied yet. I have never been to Iceland yet
I don’t like fish at all. Yet, I try to have it at least once a week  aun así=however

· Otherwise (=if not)

We will have a party tomorrow. Otherwise, we will not find a date for it

We have used Aluminium in all the windows. Otherwise, they would be too heavy. 
· ON the contrary,/ unlikely, / 
/ contrarily TO this/the examples given…
/ BY contrast (to this/to the examples given),
