Prepositions
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Direction            

	down
	round
	out of
	up to
	towards
	past

	over
	across
	through
	under
	away from
	


	
	
	
	

	1. __________
	4. __________
	7. __________
	10. _________

	2. __________
	5. __________
	8. __________
	11. _________

	3. __________
	6. __________
	9. __________
	


Direction, Location/position            



To
at
from
in 
along



above

over


on

into
onto 
under


below


Problems of use
1 - At and to
At is not used with verbs of motion. It always means position/location

We went to the cinema. We arrived at the cinema.
2 – Near/close to  and next to/by
Next to means the same as beside. Near means not far away from, which can be a matter of opinion

Peter always sits next to Mary.

I live near the sea, it’s only ten miles away
3 – In and at: places

In refers to towns, countries and the ‘inside’ of places.

She lives in Paris. They arrived in Peru. He’s in the kitchen

At refers to points with a particular purpose rather than ‘inside’.

She lives at home. She arrived at the airport.

They met at the cinema (place). They met in the cinema (inside)
4 – Prepositions at the end of a sentence

Study these common examples:

Who are you waiting for? (Question)

You’re very difficult to live with (Infinitive)

That’s the company that I work for (Relative clause)

5 – Prepositions which are also adverbs

Some prepositions can be used as adverbs without an object

Ted was walking along, singing

Examples: around, along, behind, opposite.

7 – Prepositions with more than one word

Examples: according to, on behalf of, by means of 

Other examples are included in the exercises.

8 – Prepositional phrases

There are many fixed phrases containing prepositions.

Examples: by mistake, on purpose, out of order. 

Other examples are included in the exercises.







